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RECOMMENDATION FOR THE PROPOSED 
AMENDMENT OF THE ZONING MAP FOR 

ALL OR PORTIONS OF 159 BLOCKS IN THE  
DYKER HEIGHTS/ FORT HAMILTON NEIGHBORHOODS 

  
PUBLIC  HEARING 
 
On Apr i l  18,  2007 Borough Pres ident Marty Markowitz  held a publ ic 
hear ing for the proposal  by the Department of  C i ty P lanning (DCP) to 
amend the Zoning Map for  159 b locks with in the Dyker Heights/  Fort  
Hami l ton community.   At the hear ing,  a DCP representat ive expla ined 
that the new contextual  zoning proposed through th is  appl icat ion 
would genera l ly  p lace greater  l imits on the f loor area and bulk for 
bu i ld ing.   
 
Counci l  Member V incent Gent i le  expressed h is support  not ing that the 
rezoning wi l l  he lp preserve the one and two fami ly homes which are 
typica l  of  these neighborhoods.   The Counci l  Member expressed 
concerns regarding the proposed areas to be up-zoned inc lud ing the 
C4-2A proposed a long 86t h  Street;  and, certa in areas proposed to be 
R5B, but those concerns d id not warrant de lay ing the progress ion of  
th is  appl icat ion.   
 
Congressman Vi to Fosse l la submitted wr i t ten test imony in support  of  
the proposed rezoning.   Former Community Board 10 (CB 10) Zoning 
Committee Chai r  Fran Vel la-Marrone, represent ing CB 10 and the 
Dyker Heights C iv ic Associat ion,  test i f ied in support .   CB 10 shares 
some of  Counci l  Member Gent i le ’s concerns over certa in aspects of  the 
p lan.   In addit ion,  the board cal led for  DCP to expand the Spec ia l  Bay 
Ridge Dist r ict  to incorporate the remain ing areas of  Community 
Dist r ic t  10.   
 
CONSIDERATION 
 
Recent ly ,  the Dyker Heights and Fort  Hami l ton communit ies have had 
some development that is  out of  character and/or sca le.    
 
The borough pres ident supports appropr iate rezoning act ions that  are 
cons istent with the community ’s  needs and that  preserve the character  
and sca le of  Brooklyn ’s  neighborhoods.   The Dyker Heights/Fort  
Hami l ton communit ies successfu l ly  advocated in address ing their  
growing concern with the adverse ef fect  on qual i ty-of- l i fe and 
neighborhood character based on inappropr iate development.    
 
There are many ind iv iduals  who were instrumental  in so lv ing th is  
prob lem.  Among them are Counci l  Member Vincent Gent i le  and h is  
Preservat ion Committee,  State Senator Mart in Golden,  Congress 
Member Vi to Fosse l la ,  Community Board 10, with i ts  prev ious and 
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current chairs Cra ig Eaton and Dean Rasinya, Dist r ict  Manager 
Josephine Beckmann, then Land Use and Zoning Chair  Stephen 
Harr ison; the Department of  Ci ty P lanning and i ts  Chair  Amanda 
Burden, and the Brooklyn Off ice ’s  former and current Directors Regina 
Myer and Purn ima Kapur.   
 
This p lan wi l l  encourage development on corr idors a long: Fort  
Hami l ton Parkway between 62n d and 73r d  Streets;  13t h  Avenue between 
66t h  Street  and Bay Ridge Parkway; and, 86t h  Street between 7 t h  
Avenue and the Gowanus Expressway by rezoning from R4 and R5 to 
R6B and C4-2A respect ive ly.   As a resul t ,  subsequent development wi l l  
be appropr iate ly integrated into the community whi le provid ing 
appropr iate opportuni t ies to create addi t ional  housing in Brook lyn.   
The haphazard development that  has replaced perfect ly  sound housing 
d ispersed throughout the area wi l l  cease.   The borough pres ident 
supports th is  appl icat ion for a contextual  zoning that achieves the 
appropr iate balance of  preservat ion and growth opportuni t ies.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Be it resolved that the Borough President of the Borough of Brooklyn, 
pursuant to section 197-c of the New York City Charter, recommends that 
the City Planning Commission and City Council approve the amendment of 
the Zoning Map for the Dyker Heights/Fort Hamilton rezoning initiative.  
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